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Abstract 
 

Mathematics forms an important part of school curriculum all over the world and we see 
various pedagogic philosophies tried to make its teaching effective during the course of the 
twentieth century. The New Math movement, tried in USA, England and many parts of Western 
Europe was implemented in Indian schools during the early seventies. Though most of the 
countries realised that the undue emphasis on formalism advocated by this movement was 
unsuitable for children and withdrew this reform, our own mathematics teaching more or less 
followed the New Math scheme until very recently. 

In the state of Kerala, the mathematics curriculum for schools has undergone a radical 
revision in two major phases, first in 1996 and the second in 2006. During the 1996 revision of 
lower primary curriculum under the DPEP scheme, Activity Based Child Centered approach was 
introduced. The pedagogical changes were endorsed by the SCERT. We revised the curriculum 
up to X and prepared learner friendly materials for the teaching-learning process. The National 
Curriculum Framework 2005 incorporates many of these reforms initiated by Kerala. This 
document was widely discussed in Kerala and on the basis of studies by different focus groups 
and public seminars; Kerala Curriculum Framework was published in 2007. Based on the KCF 
2007 and NCF 2005, a major curriculum revision was initiated in 2006. These revisions bought 
about significant changes not only in the content and pedagogy of the subject, but also in the 
process of designing the teaching materials and in the efforts to implement these changes 
effectively with proper teacher empowerment.  

The presentation first gives a historical overview of the various curricular reforms in 
mathematics prior to these revisions as a necessary background and then gives an outline of the 
current revision, emphasising the philosophy underlying the change, both with respect to content 
and pedagogy and the process of implementation of this change. It also indicates some 
consequences of these changes and also some of our future plans to sustain and strengthen these 
efforts. 


